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…it’s all at your library

Today and every day, the Paramus 
Public Library serves as a vibrant 
cultural and educational center for the 
community.  With the vision of  the library 
administration and board and the support 
of  town officials, the library underwent 
a comprehensive 10-month renovation 
that was completed in April 2017. The 
renovation was met with much fanfare, 
and as expected the newly refurbished 
library was more inviting than ever.  The 
renovation project injected new life into 
the worn and tired building, but it did not 
increase the library’s size. 

In November 2017, New Jersey voters 
approved a landmark new construction 
program, the New Jersey Library 
Construction Bond Act. This Act 
authorizes the issuance of  $125 million in 
State General Obligation Bonds to provide 
grants for the construction, reconstruction, 
development, extension, improvement, and 
furnishing of  public libraries in the state.

For more than 18 months, Paramus library 
administrators worked with architects and 
planners from Icari + Iovino Architects 

This birds eye view architectural rendering depicts the rear of  the Paramus Public Library. The proposed 
addition is to the right and adjacent to the existing tree line. Inset: A Schematic floor plan of  the interior 
of  the Children’s and Young Adult addition.

to prepare the necessary documents to 
complete a grant application for review 
by the state.  The goal was to secure 
approximately $507,000, or 43 percent 
of  the total $1.167 million anticipated 
projects’ cost, to participially fund 
a 1,958-square foot addition to the 
Children’s and Young Adult area of  the 
main library.   

This special newsletter insert includes 
details about the project’s elements and 
an appeal to Paramus residents and 
businesses to take part in our campaign:

Building the Future: People |  
Partnerships | Programs

“It is my pleasure to inform you that your library’s application 
for grant funding under the New Jersey Library Construction 
Bond Act (“LCBA”), P.L. 2017, c.149 has been approved by 
the New Jersey Legislature in the amount of  $507,000.”
From the award letter from Mary L. Chute, NJ State Librarian, December 1, 2020.

$507,000
Borough of  ParamusPAY TO THE ORDER OF: 

AMOUNT:

2020

Five hundred seven thousand dollars

NJ Legislature

State of NJ Legislature
Trenton NJ

We got the grant!

MEMO: Library addition
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Despite all of  the challenges of  2020, 
the Paramus Public Library continued to 
provide outstanding services to record 
numbers of  patrons. Below is just a 
sampling of  some of  the library’s facts and 
stats of  2020.

While the library buildings were closed to 
the public from March 12 through June 21, 
the library provided remote services that 
included:
• Borrowing ebooks, audios, and films 

through available on most  devices
• CreativeBug, a library of  thousands of  

arts and crafts classes
• Mango, learn another language
• English as a Second Language (ESL) 

classes for adults

• Programs, such as Cookbook Club, 
Novels at Night, Knit at Night, Read at 
Reid, story times and book discussions, 
presented either as a video recording or 
via Zoom

While the library was closed digital access 
and social media kept us connected
• 13,772 ebooks, audiobooks, magazines, 

and films were borrowed; 295 learned 
a language; 307 classes watched in 
CreativeBug

• 10,000 website visits
• 121,549 Facebook reaches and 13,670 

Instagram views

Following all safety guidelines and mandates 
for the public and staff, the Main and Reid 

Branch libraries opened to the public on 
July 7.

Current library services include:
• In person browsing and borrowing
• Doorside pick up services
• Bookmatch, a subscription service where 

librarians pick out books based on a 
reader’s preferences 

• Grab and go crafts for children and 
adults

• Reference and reading inquiries
• Computer use for ½ hour per day

All remote services continue and with 
the addition of  Hoopla have expanded to 
include more ebooks, audiobooks, music 
and films.

Paramus Provides Outstanding Services in 2020

Paramus remains the busiest 
library in Bergen County by 
far. Although the pandemic 
continues to restrict our 
services somewhat, we 
continue to provide the best 
library services we can.

...we have had 98,037 visits, an average of 545 per day.

 

There have been 210,452 items borrowed  
(compared to 249,584 during the same period in 2019).  

Borrowing has steadily increased; our December  

circulation was 95% of the 2019 total.

The borrowing of children’s fiction has increased by 7% 
thanks in part to the cooperation between the public schools and 

the library. 

The use of ematerials  
also increased from 20,660 in 2019  

to 47,307.

Since  
the library 
reopened...

All images above are purchased stock photography 
and not actual Paramus Public Library patrons. 




